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Jennifer Young looks at some of the cut-glasswind chimesat local artist Daike Klement's Lifting Up
Spirits boothSunday afternoon at the Destin Seafood Festival Visit nwid ailynews com tosee a
slide show of pictures from the festival Sunday.

Seafood
fest breaks
records

By MONA MOORE
NorthwestFonda DafyNews
IBM0
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DESTIN — The 33rd
annual Destin Seafood
Festival wrapped up Sun-
day with record-brealang
crowds.

According to Kay
Phelan, a spokeswoman
for festival organizers,
the weekend crowd was
estimated to be about
51,000 people.

“l am just blown
away because from
Friday at 4:15 through
Sunday it was wall-to-
wall people for the entire
Y-mile venue along
the Destin Harbor,”
Phelen said “I think
making it down at the
harbor made all of the

difference in the world”

Ruben Mendoza, a
food vendor at the event,
said the free admission
was a big draw. He smg
his gator, shrimp an
shaxi on a stickpwem
crowd pleasers.

“I think this beat
the Gulf Shores Shrimp
Festival and the Pen-

sacola festival,” Men-
doza said. “Everybody's

everybody.”

Melissa Firth was
another happy vendor.
Her booth of homemade
jewelry was a big suc-
cess. The Destin native
said the festival was
finally back where it was
supposed to be.

Shalimar artist Toni
Dineen entered her first

Two-year-old Emma Palmer flies through the air
on a bungee ride Sunday afternoon at the Destin
Seafood Festival.

contest for the Destin
Seafood poster and won.
She also set up her first
booth, which she said
sold a lot of prints.

“The most fun has

...more...

been the people wallang
in and saying they liked
my work. That meant
much more than any
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amount of money we made,”
Dineen said.

She said she was so excited
by the response to her art that
she started giving children a
free print.

Fort Walton Beach resident
Meganne Powell said bring-
ing the festival to the harbar
nof only was a boost to local

said it was 20 vears ago.
The event did have a bit of
controversy after People for

a steer was tethered to the

ground by a metal nose rng
and had no access to water or
shade.

Robbyn Brooks, & spokes-
woman for PETA_ said she ver-
thed the complaints Saturday:
The animal was untethered
soon after festival i
instructed Alan Henderson,
owner of Buckaroo pony rides,
to do so. Buster the bull was

“The steer stands still for
hours at a time with no food or
water and sn't able to even kit
his head,” Brooks said

Henderson said he loved
the animal and never would
allow it to be abused and
that those who complained
were ignorant of the bull's

treatment. He said the big-
gest complaint he received
was from a drnmk man Friday
night who threatened to cuf the
steer’s throat rather than see
tethered to the ground.

Henderson compared the
rng to & horse bit and said
there was nothing wrong with
it

“If they knew how we love
on Buster, they would never
say that. He 15 spoded” Hen-

derson said. “Tf he didnt want  cued from

to be here, there's no way we
could keep him here.”

Brooks said no animal
deserved tobe exposed to loud
notses and crowds, and the fes-
tival was not & steer’s natural
environment.

“You don't treat people or
consideration as to whether

son said the pig had been res-
a

Brown listed three reasons
the event was the best she had
ever attended.

“We just bought a pig, it's
(the festrval) on the harbor, and
it's free” Brown said as she
took photos of her new pet.



